
 

UPDATE MESSAGE TO FAMILIES 3/12/2020 

 
Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 
The health, safety and well-being of our students and staff are our top priorities. With the 
recently elevated discussion regarding the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in the news, we want 
to take a moment to reinforce preventive safety measures, reference our process and 
communication, and give you updates regarding any changes since our last communication.  
 
Please know we are committed to developing a sustainable plan that keeps our students and 
staff safe. We are making decisions based on information from medical professionals.  
 
First, as of 8:00 a.m. this morning, there has only been one case in Lake County. However, local 
health officials expect that number to increase with time.  As a school district, we are closely 
monitoring the situation and taking guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), 
Illinois Department of Health (IDPH), Lake County Health Department (LCHD), and U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). There is currently no recommendation to close schools 
in Illinois or in Lake County.   
 
We will continue to take preventive measures, but will keep our school open. We will continue 
to provide updates via email, social media and our website.  
 
Cleaning 
We will continue to work closely with our custodial vendor and be vigilant in cleaning our 
schools daily. We are committed to making sure we take aggressive measures for cleaning 
surfaces that are touched by students and staff. We are reminding students to wash their hands 
and follow good hygiene rules. We are monitoring students who show symptoms of illness and 
sending them home.  
  
Attendance 
If your child is sick, please keep them at home. Please continue to follow our normal attendance 
procedures by calling the attendance office to report absences. At this time, all absences that 
include a parent calling the school will be coded as excused. Students need to be fever-free for 
24 hours before returning to class after any illness. Keeping children home when they are sick is 
critical to prevention of spreading illnesses.  
 
Large Events 
At this time, WTHS has not canceled any upcoming events organized by the school district. 
However, we will continue monitor this decision per the guidance of IDPH, ISBE, and the CDC. The 
LCHD is recommending that any possible attendees 60 and older or anyone who is ill should not 
attend. We may also restrict/limit spectators at events that are likely to have more than 250 



people in attendance. That has been a threshold for many organizations trying to define large 
events.  
 
Spring Break Travel 
At this time, we are canceling/postponing any domestic travel organized by WTHS that requires 
overnight accommodations. We have already postponed international trips.  
 
e-Learning  
The State of Illinois is considering allowing schools to implement e-learning plans in the event of 
school closures. We are working diligently to finalize a plan that will allow students to continue 
their coursework if the need arises. The ISBE requires that all e-learning plans provide students 
with academic coursework equivalent to a regularly scheduled school day.   
 
Our e-learning plan will use Canvas and email communication as instructional delivery tools.  
Beginning today, all students must bring home their Chromebooks and chargers nightly so they 
will have the materials they need to participate in possible e-learning activities. 
 
We will send out information to families containing the specifics of our plan once it is approved.  
We want our students and their families to be fully informed in the event we need to implement 
e-learning. 
 
Finally, please remember that we all have the same interest in keeping our school and community 
safe. We will send additional information as it becomes available via email, social media and our 
website. The National Association of School Psychologists and School Nurses has recently put out 
a resource on talking to children about COVID-19. You can view this resource by clicking here. 
 
We encourage our students, staff, and families to be mindful of key preventive measures. The 
CDC offers some tips on its website that can be useful in avoiding the spread of this and other 
illnesses.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
John P. Ahlgrim, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 
 

https://www.nasponline.org/resources-and-publications/resources-and-podcasts/school-climate-safety-and-crisis/health-crisis-resources/talking-to-children-about-covid-19-(coronavirus)-a-parent-resource
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/about/prevention-treatment.html

